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Presidents report 
By Dan Clearwater 
  
NZCA has been going for four and a half years now, so its 
worth a quick reflection at some of our major achievements. 
 
We have run 3 highly successful canyoning festivals, kick 
started Canyon SAR in New Zealand, established the 
canyon bolting code of practice (a world first for the 
canyoning community), funded nearly $4k of bolts into our 
canyons and helped save Griffin Creek from being ruined by 
a hydro scheme.   A pretty darn good effort from a bunch of 
volunteers eh? 
 
Although there has been lots of great work this year on 
behalf of NZCA, the two highlights were the developments 
in Canyon SAR and the 2020 Canyoning Festival. You’ll 
read more about these further on in the report, but the huge 
amount of effort which has gone on behind the scenes for 
these two achievements requires a special mention and a 
huge thank you. 
 
With the help from others in the executive, Richard 
Bramley and Grant Prattley were the driving forces behind 
the Canyon SAR development. Likewise, Nola Collie, 
James Abbot and Grant Prattley put huge effort into the highly successful 2020 Canyoning 
Festival in Oxford, Canterbury. Whilst I wasn’t able to attend the festival (due to the arrival of 
a second daughter a few days beforehand), all the reports I heard were of a fantastic event.  
 
Also I would like to make special mention of thanks to Warren Fitzgerald for his work as 
Treasurer. This year has seen a significant increase in the financial goings on of the NZCA, 
between Canyon Fund work and $25,000 worth of funding for CanyonSAR. Warren has put 
in a big effort to keep things flowing well, and correctly organised to keep NZCA’s books in 
order.  
 
All the other executive members have made contributions to better the sport of Canyoning, 
on behalf of our members. I’m humbled and in deep appreciation of the dedication of all the 
members of the executive to volunteer their time for the benefit of amatuer Canyoning in NZ.  
 
As we look forward to an uncertain future in the wake of the COVID19 pandemic, its 
important to remember that the canyons will be there long after we’re gone, but our ability to 
continue to enjoy them is something we have to guard and defend. The only way we can do 
that is through the support of the canyoning community, and the dedication of volunteers.  I 
encourage you to do your bit for Canyoning, and support NZCA as we try to do ours.  
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Technical Standards 
report 

SAR developments 
By Richard Bramley 
 
Great progress was made during the year in 
getting CanyonSAR formally established. It has 
been a group effort by the Executive and has 
consumed quite a lot of effort during this setup 
phase. Special shout out to Grant Prattley (Exec 
Member), Warren Fitzgerald (Exec Treasurer) and 
Aimee Macdonald (of LandSAR) in getting it 
setup. And to Grant, Toine, Russ, Shanan, Chris, 
and Ricky for running the first courses, which were 
amazing. Highlights of CanyonSAR for the year, in 
rough chronological order, include: 
 

● Presented at the LandSAR AGM, resulted in 
CanyonSAR being accepted as a Specialist 
Discipline of LandSAR  

● Received $25k in funding from LandSAR. More on this below under CanyonSAR 
Funding from Warren.  

● Gifted 1 Kong Canyon Stretcher by LandSAR 
● Purchased another Kong Canyon Stretcher, two sets of stretcher rigging kit, and 

some rigging material for training. (WanakaSAR purchased one separately and there 
were a few bits and pieces of rigging gear left over from a previous LandSAR funded 
Sarex). The NZCA CanyonSAR gear is currently distributed around the country, after 
using it during training and Sarexs at the end of this season. But we intend to think 
more carefully about where it is located for next season.  

● Developed and ran four Canyon Rescue Courses in Wanaka, Christchurch, Nelson, 
and Coromandel. Initially people were ‘shoulder tapped’ to participate. Outline of 
course available here. Very positive feedback received. The plan is to run the 
courses again next canyon season, with a more formal invite process. 

● CanyonSAR FAQs sent to all LandSAR groups to explain what we’re all about, to 
clarify the arrangements between CanyonSAR members and local LandSAR groups, 
and membership details.  

● Circulated CanyonSAR Standard Operating Procedures for CanyonSAR 
callouts/searches 

● Rescue page added to the NZCA website 
● Participated (remotely) in the LandSAR Backcountry Technical Rescue Advisory 

Group (BTRAG) 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NA1fY-bZPCGq38k0BhwhiuJufMEYBNIS/view?usp=sharing
http://nzcanyoningassociation.org/rescue/


● Exec members met with the Rescue Coordination Centre in Wellington to discuss 
CanyonSAR 

● Ran a national Canyon Sarex in Canterbury, immediately prior to the 2020 NZ 
Canyoning Festival, in conjunction with Police, LandSAR, and Alpine Cliff Rescue. A 
very successful day out, mostly thanks to Grant’s hard work organising the scenario 
and the fact that most of the ~40 participants in the canyon had recently been on the 
NZCA course. Organiser’s debrief here. 

● Developed a CanyonSAR expenditure policy, to clarify what NZCA will fund from our 
CanyonSAR budget and how costs will be reimbursed 

 
Plans for next year are still being formed but include: 

● Developing a Canyon Search course to complement the Canyon Rescue course 
● Running more Canyon Rescue courses 
● Continue liaising with local LandSAR affiliated groups 
● Improve policy and approach to supporting/funding CanyonSAR groups regionally 
● Develop an Incident Database 
● Run at least one regional sarex (national sarexs to be held every second year) 

CanyonSAR Funding 
By Warren Fitzgerald 
 
The 2020 financial year saw canyoning accepted as a specialist discipline within LandSAR 
New Zealand. CanyonSAR is being administered within the NZCA as a separate financial 
stream to other NZCA expenses. In November 2019, CanyonSAR received a $25,000 
Outdoor Safety Committee grant for the LandSAR financial year (1 July - 30 June). As of 31 
March 2020, $13,215.98 has been spent on purchasing equipment, and $3,407.21 on 
training. This equipment is currently distributed between key locations in NZ, although this 
may change as best practice is refined. 
 

Other tech standards developments 
By Shanan Fraser 
 
There is little to report on the standards development from the previous 12 months. In the 
next year there are plans to carry out testing on the use of webbing directly through hangers 
and whether they are adequate for use as canyon anchors. Also further investigation into the 
use of Abalakov Anchors in the canyoning context. Once this research has been explored 
the Bolting Code of practice could do with updating.  
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Community Report 
By Dan Clearwater 
Part way through the 2019 winter, the NZCA website went down…  It’d been (generously) 
hosted for free by NZCA member Wulf Solter, but unfortunately the site was lost to an 
overseas server crash. 
 
Grant Prattley did the main work to establish a replacement site, and upload as much of the 
backed up data as possible to the new, modernised site.  
 
NZCA again held its 
annual photo 
competition during the 
Level 4 COVID19 
lockdown, with over 
150 entries, stimulating 
six and a half thousand 
‘reactions’ on the 
KiwiCanyons.org 
Facebook Group, with 
an additional 80 people 
in the group during the 
competition. Several of 
the winning 
photographs are used 
in this report.  
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NZCA Canyon Fund 
By Warren Fitzgerald 
 
The Canyon Fund was established in late 2017 to ensure the funds raised from NZCA 
activities are reinvested in the canyoning community. Interest and knowledge of the Canyon 
Fund has grown annually although we received a reduced number of applications in 
2019/2020 compared to previous years. A sunset clause has been agreed upon by the 
NZCA executive to release money back into the contestable Canyon Fund if approved 
projects are not completed by the end of the following financial year. 
 
During the 2020 financial year, the following project was completed with the support of the 
NZCA Canyon Fund: 

● Peak Creek - Toine Houtenbos 
 
Applications have also been approved for the following projects: 

● Stewarts creek - Owen Glover 
● Wainihinihi (+Kerr variation) & Muriel - Richard Bramley 

 
Applicants will be reimbursed upon the completion of these projects. 
 
Applications for the following projects were withdrawn: 

● Tuke Gorges - Justin Venable 
 
The NZCA welcomes more applications to the fund.  
http://nzcanyoningassociation.org/resources/#canyonfund 
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Advocacy Report  
By Dan Clearwater 
  
Unfortunately there is little to report on the advocacy work this year. We are keeping an eye 
on DOC’s management plan reviews, aiming to provide submissions when they are called 
for.  
 
Our main aim in these submissions is to ensure that canyoning is acknowledged as a 
legitimate activity on public land. In addition, the NZCA seeks to ensure that it is 
acknowledged by DOC as the representative for those who go canyoning on public land, 
especially when it comes to matters regarding bolting and fixed anchors. 
 
We’ll submit that NZCA should be included in discussions about the 
suitability of certain areas to allow bolting, and push for our Bolting Code of 
Practice to be the reference document for such matters. 
 
NZCA remains grateful to the Federated Mountain Clubs of NZ (FMC) for 
the support given during the fight to save Griffin Creek, and keeps in close 
contact with them, ready for the next battle.  
 

Upper North Island report 
By Oli Polson & Russ Hodgson 
  
Another steady year for the Upper North Island canyoning community. 
 
General 
This summer has seen continual growth in groups heading through the Kauaeranga valley 
canyons; Sleeping God and Hydrophobia are receiving more and more traffic and likewise 
more people are heading into the Kaimais and enjoying Tunakohoia stream and other local 
spots. 
 
Search and Rescue 
SAROP on Mt Pirongia - specialist search team descended the Mangakara Stream (NE, Mt 
Pirongia) for an ongoing Hamilton LandSAR cold case. Lost party located by another team in 
a neighboring catchment. For future reference this stream is NOT a canyon! 
 
SAROP in Sleeping Gods - Canyoneer with potential spinal injury following a jump mid way 
through the canyon, helicopter initially unable to winch due to weather conditions, local 
LandSAR teams (Thames & Waihi) activated for potential stretcher carry from the bottom of 
the rainbow pitch. Local CanyonSAR experts utilised in the canyon to effect a rescue and via 
phone to assist LandSAR teams navigation in the area. Patient was eventually winched from 
the canyon by helicopter. 
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SAR relationships are developing with both the Waikato/coromandel groups and the CNI 
alliance. We are looking at holding a stretcher familiarization training with interested 
LandSAR groups over winter. Also investigating the compatibility of the Kong911 with the 
Mule (stretcher wheel) common with groups in this area. Discussions with the Waikato 
District SAR co-ordinator have led to the idea of funded local SAR and Police SAR training in 
addition to the familiarisation training.  
 
Exploration 
The last easily accessible (and 
attractive) stream on Mt Te Aroha 
finally fell to the ever-keen Victor 
Mendes and various others. 
Haehaenga Stream is a really fun day 
out from close to the top of the 
mountain with continuous drops up to 
30m almost all the way to the bottom! 
New bolts have been added to some 
key pitches in Diamond creek to avoid 
getting too close to the Kauri trees. 
Bolts have also been added to some 
pitches in Tutumangao stream 
reducing the impact on fragile natural 
anchors. 
 
Community issues 
Wairere Falls, This is rapidly 
becoming a more popular destination 
and the webbing linked bolts are of 
concern as they are extremely 
exposed to UV damage and the 
webbing doesn’t seem to be getting 
replaced as often as it should be. 
There is a suggestion of replacing 
these anchors with either linked 
stainless chain anchors or unlinked 
ring hangers. This is an ongoing project. 
 
Kauri dieback has been found in at least three 
places in the Coromandel region. This is of great 
concern as it has effectively made the entire Waitakere range region inaccessible to 
recreationalists. At present DOC’s initial response to this has been increased cleaning 
stations at hiking trail access points around the Coromandel forest parks, these have been 
staffed during the January/ February. This coupled with track upgrades and advice to keep 
to tracks to mitigate the spread have been the current approach. Should there be further 
cases of dieback found they may have no choice other than the shut down areas.  
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Lower North Island report 
By Lee Den Haan 
 
There hasn’t been too much to add on from last years report. Local tamping clubs still 
continue to use the classic canyons of Wellington (namely little Akatarawa, stonewall, eager 
beaver) as trips they add to their annual trip schedule. On inspection bolts which were 
funded and placed  last season are still in good condition and remained undamaged over 
last winters floods.  
 
Due to the nature of the ranges surrounding Wellington being remote without low flow non 
technical canyons, canyoning has recently been undertaken by the local mountain running 
community in a new sport coined Canyon-packing. That is approaching and exiting the 
canyons with lightweight racing vests whilst carrying lightweight wetsuits and appropriate 
canyon kit. Breaking traditionally multi day canyoning/tramping trips into sub 12 hour round 
trips.  

 
 
 

Myself and Warren visited RCCNZ to present canyonSAR. I am still yet to formally do the 
same for the police SAR coordinator for Wellington. 
 
Next season I endeavour to do more on the canyonSAR training front and hopefully hold a 
Wellington SAR ex with the Wellington LandSAR group. 
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Top of the south report 
By Richard Bramley 
 
A quieter year than the previous, when the NZ Canyoning Festival was run in Nelson Lakes. 
Relatively few new canyons opened up and no new dialogue with DOC (no pressing issues 
have arisen). Have continued the good relationship with local Police and LandSAR groups. 

Westland report 
By Richard Bramley  
 
Not much to report, as we don’t have a proper Westland rep and I don’t have my ear to the 
ground. Kayakers have increasingly been getting into canyoning and a few first descents 
were done this year passed. Some of the West Coast kayaker/canyoners attended the 
canyon rescue course, which is a great step forward.  

Canterbury report 
By Grant Prattley 
 
A quiet year compared to previous mainly as the weather was particularly cold up until 
Christmas and the Canyoning Festival being held in Canterbury chewed up a lot of time 
mid-season. 
 
Overall comment: there seems to a lot more groups out and about both repeating classics 
and undertaking first descents. In the past we would never see anyone else but now do 
bump into other groups. Indication there is a steady increase to the canyoning numbers. 
 
There have been a few groups getting down some gems (and not so) in the 2019/20 season. 
This is what I could extract from Kiwi Canyons as well as the trips I was on.  
 
April 2019 
Graham Stream First descent around 15 pitches - Arthurs Pass. A bit of an epic walk in at 3 
hours, second descent earlier this year ascended beside the stream for around an hour 
which seems like a better way to go. (James Abbott, Nola Collie, Grant Prattley, Steve 
Walker) 
 
November 2019 
Mother of Donald - first descent Rakaia Faces. On private land, a little gem, 1 hour walk in, 
15 pitches, 2 minutes to the car. (James Abbott, Nola Collie, Grant Prattley, Steve Walker) 
Greyneys Creek - first descent Arthurs Pass Tom Johns & John Harris 
Black Miller - first descent Kaikoura (Justin Hall, Jonathan Carr, Hamish Castle, Jeff Hall) 
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December 2019 
Temple Col Canyon Upper First descent 5 new drops (added in blizzard conditions) (James 
Abbott, Nola Collie, Grant Prattley) 
Curtis Creek Upper First descent (Decided to not include in topo due to nature of rock) 
(James Abbott, Nola Collie, Grant Prattley) 
 
February 2020 
Memorial, Birdcage and Hells Gate Canyons Cass Valley First descent multiple trips 
(Justin Hall, Gabriela Scheufele, Hamish Castle, Steve Bruerton) 
Edwards River Tom Johns & John Harris (first canyoning descent) 
 
March 2020 
Pudding Hill Stream Exploration from Dec 2019 and First descent - off the Mt Hutt Ski area, 
nice variety and a good flow (James Abbott, Nola Collie, Grant Prattley) 
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Canyoning Festival report 
By James Abbott, Nola Collie and Grant Prattley 

Oxford, Canterbury, Feb 7-9 2020 
Every two years (from 2016) the NZ Canyoning Association runs a canyoning festival to 
supports its mission to: 

● Protect our Canyons 
● Raise the awareness of our Canyoners 
● Grow the sport of Canyoning in New Zealand safely 

The Festival format was a combination of workshops (on Friday only) and trips (on Saturday 
and Sunday). 

The Friday workshop day focused on critical aspects of improving recreational canyoner 
safety, e.g., how to safely undertake a jumping session as a group. Once the facilitators and 
programme were lined up, attendees signed up to these on a first-in basis. 

On Saturday and Sunday, there were several trips going to accessible canyons both on the 
Canterbury Plains, and in Arthurs Pass. Attendees couldn’t sign up for these in advance so 
turned up at around 7pm the night before and arranged their trip with fellow festival-goers. 
An information website was developed for the festival to support this. 

A total of 84 people attended the festival. Around 60% of people were New Zealand based 
and 60% had attended before. Overall there was a high level of experience with New 
Zealand canyoning conditions and aquatic canyoning techniques. 
 
Overall it was a really successful festival with fine weather, a great friendly vibe with lots of 
canyoners introduced to Canterbury canyons. 

  

NZCA Annual report 2019/20 Season page 12 



Aspiring area report 
By Dan Clearwater 
 
Just about every time I drive over the Haast Pass on a nice summer's day, I’ll see canyoners' 
cars parked next to the ‘classic’ Wilson, Robinson and Cross creek trio. Certainly the amount 
of visits to these canyons and others in the area is increasing significantly.  There are a 
number of different social groups heading out to canyon who are based in the local area, 
plus lots of visiting canyoners from elsewhere in NZ and overseas. 
 
Whilst it's great to see people enjoying the canyons, it is placing pressure on the access 
routes to these canyons.  Bogs widen, banks of streams erode and unnecessary tracks form. 
Whenever you do access any canyon where the ground underfoot is fragile, ensure you do 
your best to limit your impact; 
 

● Stick to any track, if it already exists (go through the middle of bogs!) 
● If there’s no track, spread out to avoid forming a track. 
● Take extra time and care on sensitive spots, such as steep terrain, sidestream 

crossings and soft ground, to minimise the disruption to the terrain.  
● Avoid sliding whenever possible; if it's that steep, then consider using a rope to avoid 

damage to the ground! 
 
Although the ‘low hanging fruit’ of the Aspiring 
first descents has mostly been picked, there 
are still some to be had in a day from the road.  
 
Pete Coate, Owen Glover, Derrek Steffens, 
Kaden Anderson did just that sort of trip in 
March 2020.  
 
“After a 3 hour walk we dropped into the 
canyon to find a couple of good size jumps up 
to 14m a sweet slide and plenty of big juicy 
back to back rappels finishing with a 60m giant. 
 
After a scramble down to the Burke river we 
thought we were home and hosed before we hit 
an impassable grade 5 rapid gorged in and had 
to climb out of the gorge and abseil back in too 
a lovely float out to the road 12 hours after 
leaving the car to get across the Makarora 
bridge before it closed at 9pm” 
 
There were rumours of visiting canyoners 
making some first descents, but we haven’t 
been able to get any details so far.  
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